CELRN-OP-WKY/A 18 July 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Minutes of Meeting Lake Barkley Recreational Boating Project Delivery Team

1.

Dianne Edwardson (COE, Operations Manager, Western Kentucky Area): -

Introductions & Purpose. Purpose is to discuss initiatives to improve recreational boating on
Lake Barkley. Draft copies of the Project Management Plan were distributed. A list of meeting
attendees follows these minutes.

Meeting guidelines were set by participants:

2.
°

3.

Respect others opinions
Participation

Continuation of stakeholders
Agree to disagree

Set goals

Receptive to new ideas
Flexible

Be on time

Shut off cell phones

Stay on topic

Mike Ensch (COE, Chief of Operations Division): Outlined the purpose of the meeting.

Why creation of Lake Barkley involved such a broad variety of interest
Corps course of action is a result of a meetings held with Secretary Woodley and
Congressman Whitfield
Environmental Assessment (EA) for proposed changes to guide curve is out for comments
until September 30, 2006. EA prepared to weigh advantages, disadvantages, options, and
alternatives for lake levels.
Outlined the purpose of this team’s goals as short term changes that can be accomplished
without a National Environmental Policy Review (NEPA) to include but not be limited to:
o Dredging snag removal
0 Removal or marking underwater obstructions
o0 Map marking underwater obstructions

Dianne Edwardson (COE, Operations Manager, Western Kentucky Area): PowerPoint

presentation on Lake Barkley and the Project Management Plan draft.

Primary and secondary purpose for Lake Barkley

Barkley statistics

Partners associated with navigation, hydropower, and recreation
Operating factors during flood and non flood conditions
History of Barkley’s curve guide

Graph of present operating guide and past proposed guides



4.

Tim Higgs (COE, Project Planning Branch): Provided Environmental Assessment

information. EA is out for comments for 90+ days ending September 30, 2006.

EA is based on TVA’s Reservoir Operations Study (ROS)

Corps Barkley Guide Curve

Downstream economic impact to Mississippi River

Impact on bird and animal habitat

Laws and the Corps compliance to environmental law issues

Corps concern and partnership with other districts affected by operational changed

Group Discussion: Q: question, A: answer, C: comment on the PMP

Q: (Pape) What was the original average lake depth at impoundment? What is the average
today?

A: (Looney) Presently 15 ft

Q: (Pape) How long does it take for new shoreline plant community to develop?

A ( ) About 12 yrs?

Q: (KWW) How different are mudflats now opposed to original impoundment?

Q: (KWW) What is the critical time frame for the navigation industry?

A: (Sneed) Oct-Nov

A: (USCG) This year July-August

C: (TWRA) Timing on mudflats is critical

C: (Pape) Corps needs a better range of flexibility to suit environmental issues.

Q: (Pape) Does the 10 day extension make a big difference? Is the Corps over regulating?
Is data available on impacts?

C: (Fuqua) 15 days were added in the 80’s; 10 days added in 05 that has made an impact on
habitat. No data available on shorebirds, some data is available on waterfowl.

C: (Pape) Across the nation environmental officials say more wetland is available than any
time in the last 100 years.

C: (Fuqua) We’re looking at the impact on this area. Birds on this flyway don’t move to the
rest of the country.

C: (Higgs) Cumulative effects of past/future must be considered. Corps feels they are
balancing wildlife habitat issues.

Q: (Pape) What are mudflats uses and what is the critical time wildlife requires the
mudflats?

A ( ) Food-protection-insects; shorebirds & wading birds get food from mud and will

move if unavailable.

A: (Fuqua) Previous drawdown schedule was best for food supply for migrating shorebirds
A: (Taylor) His agency does have data on the waterfow! that use the mudflats.

Q: (Pape) Where do the birds go if their habitat/mudflat changes?

A: (Taylor) They don’t know, Widgeon population has been reduced to 1/3 previous

population.

C: (Fuqua) Some birds left the area and have not returned since lake levels changed.
Q: ( ) What are widgeons?
A:( ) Type of duck



C: (Wiles) Commented on Michael Johnson and the success of the Clarks River Refuge

Area; ask if they had data, has it had any impact on the return of the widgeons?

A:( ) Not yet

e C: (Bennett) Wasn’t aware of wildlife impact. Is any compromise possible - or is attitude of
no change by wildlife agencies? Was the waterfowl here before the lake was impounded?

e C: (Fuqua) This meeting is for alternative ways to help recreation without changing lake
levels.

e C: (Pape) Commented on Woodley meeting to direct Corps to look at concern of safety due
to low lake levels and removal of natural obstructions. Letter from Kentucky Governor was
requested on lake levels; they have his letter. Emphasized Whitfield, Bunning, and
McConnell are committed to finding solutions.

e C: (Ensch) Corps is looking at all perspectives; dangerous boating issues, what we can do in
the immediate future?

e Edwardson ask members to look at PMP, suggest changes and email them to her. Comments

on the EA need to be sent to Higgs by end of September.

C: (Waddell) Bird islands are disappearing.

Q: (Edwardson) Ask for volunteers to work on the PMP rewrite.

Q: (Edwardson) Ask if there is anyone else we need to add to the list?

A: (Wiles) Michael Johnson, Clarks River NWR

Q: (Lasher) Question on the Corps authority to dredge outside the navigation channel.

A: (Ensch) We have dredging equipment to maintain the channel and side channel. Cost is a

factor if dredging is expanded beyond channel. Dollars are the determining factor.

e Q: (Higgs) Can dock owners dredge?

A: ( Edwardson) Permitted dredging is an option we will look at.

e Q:(TWRA) Ask for accident statistics
A: (KF&W) They will get some statistic

e Q: (Pape) Can mudflats be created on LBL side of Lake Barkley?

A: (USFS) May be possible

C: (Pape) Contrasts average depth with Lake Cumberland

6. Conclusion (Dianne Edwardson)

Ask for committee members and set meetings on 2" Thursday of month at 10:00. Location to be
announced.



7. Location: Lake Barkley Conference Room, Grand Rivers, KY
Meeting Participants:

NAME

AGENCY

PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

Terry Crutcher

Stewart County, TN

931-232-8290

stewartcountycha@bellsouth.net

David G. Wallace

Stewart County, TN

931-232-3100

dwallace119@mchsi.com

Chris Lasher

Judge Exec., Livingston
Co., KY

270-928-2105

livingstonjudge@hughes.net

Berlin Moore, Jr.

Judge Exec, Trigg Co., KY

270-522-8459

tcjudge@vci.net

Bob Dyer

Dock Builder, Princeton,
KY

270-625-2285

Avis Kennedy

USACE, Natural Resources

615-736-2160

Avis.C.Kennedy@Irn02.usace.army.mil

Mark Cramer

KY Fish & Wildlife

502-564-7109
x422

mark.cramer@Kky.gov

Paul Rister

KY Fish & Wildlife

270-753-3886

paul.risher@ky.gov

Bob Fralick

KY Fish & Wildlife

270-388-7029
270-518-4747

viralick@apex.net

Denise Matthews

USCG

270-442-1621
x2101

denise.l.matthews@uscg.mil

Ron Waddell Grand Rivers 270-372-7932 jronaldw@bellsouth.net

Bob Rogers Lyon County Tourism 270-388-6426 reeltrip@aol.com

Rudy Bennett City of Kuttawa, KY 270-388-2424

Dan Fuqua, TWRA 731-423-9023 dan.fuqua@state.tn.us

John Taylor USFWS 731-642-2091 john.taylor@fws.gov

Bob Sneed USACE, EC-H 675-736-5675 Robert.B.Sneed@usace.army.mil
Mike Ensch USACE, OP 615-736-7271 Michael.G.Ensch@usace.army.mil
Martie Wiles Senator McConnell 270-442-4554 martie_wiles@mcconnell.senate.gov
Michael Pape Congressman Whitfield 270-885-8079 micahel.pape@mail.house.gov

T.C. Freeman Senator Bunning 270-885-1212 clarissa_freeman@bunning.senate.gov
Judi Stone Mayor, Eddyville, KY 270-388-2226 eddyville@vci.net

Tammy Warner Realtor, Cadiz, KY 270-339-4487 tammywarner@mchsi.com

Tim Higgs USACE Planning 615-736-7863 Timothy.A.Higgs@usace.army.mil
Carol McDaniels USACE WKY/A 270-362-4236 Carol.McDaniels@.Irn02.usace.army.mil
Brian Beisel USFS 270-924-2023 bbeisel@fs.fed.us

Jimmy Campbell

Judge Exec. (elect), Lyon
Co.

270-388-9356

bustercampbell@bellsouth.net

John Rufli

KWW

270-924-2077

jrufli@friendsofibl.org

Dave Treadway

USACE Public Affairs

615-736-7163

David.S.Treadway@Irn02.usace.army.mil

Dianne Edwardson

USACE WKY Oper. Mgr.

270-362-4236

dianne.b.edwardson@Irn02.usace.army.mil

Michael Looney

USACE, BAR/R Res. Mgr.

270-362-4236

Michael.Looney@Irn02.usace.army.mil

Kayl Kite

USACE, BAR/R Biologist

207-362-4236

Rodney.K.Kite@Irn02.usace.army.mil




